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ABSTRACT 

This report provides detailed information about 
crimes committed against Hispanics from 1979 to 1986 based on the 
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics' National Crime Survey (NCS) . The 
rate of violent crxme committed against Hispanics each year surveyed 
is examined and compared to that for non-Hispanics, The demographic 
characteristics of the Hispanic population, based on the NCS, are 
presented. The following characteristics of Hispanic and non-Hispanic 
victims are described: (1) education; (2) occupation? (3) home 
ownership; and (4) location of household. Based on this information, 
and given the higher representation of Hispanics in high-crime-risk 
categories, when Hispanic and non-Hispanic victims with the same 
characteristics are compared, the Hispanics' higher overall rate of 
criminal victimization often disappears. An analysis of the following 
aspects of crime against Hispanics is presented: (1) place where 
violent crimes occurred; (2) who committed them; (3) outcomes of 
violent crimes; and (4) whether they were single-offender or 
mult -'oie-of fender victimizations. The major finding from this 
analysis is that, compared to other groups, Hispanics are victimized 
particularly by robbery, A discussion of the methodology used by the 
NCS to collect data is included. Data are presented on 18 tables, A 
list of Bureau of Justice publications, available free to the public, 
is appended, (JS) 
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Hispanic Victims 



By Usa D. Bastian 
BJS Statistician 

From 1979 to 1986 the more than 18 mii- 
Ion IHispanics in the United States suffered 
an average each year of 439,C00 vioient 
crimes (rapes, robberies, and assaults) 
and 830,000 personal thefts, in addition, 
households headed by a IHispanic had an 
annual average of 1.2 million burglaries, 
household thefts, or motor vehicle thefts. 

These data come from the Bureau of Jus- 
tice Statistics' National Crlm9 Survey 
(NCS). an ongoing survey ot approximately 
100,00c persons age 12 or older, inter- 
viewed twice a year in about 50.U00 
households. Other findings about Hispanic 
victims Include the following: 

• For the entire 1979-86 period, Hispanics 
experienced higher rates of victimization 
from violent crime than did non-Hlspanics. 
For every 1,000 Hispanics age 12 or older, 
there were 1 1 robberies and 12 aggravated 
assaults; for every 1 ,000 non-Hlspanics, 
there were 6 robberies and 10 aggravated 
assaults. 

• The annual rate of vioient crime commit- 
ted against Hispanics dropped after 1983 
from about 44 crimes per 1 ,000 to about 
31 per 1,000 in 1985. 

• Hispanics suffered a higher rate of 
household crimes — burglary, household 
larceny, and motor vehicle theft — than did 
non-Hlspanics. For the whole period there 
was an annua) average of 266 household 
victimizations peM.OOO households 
headed by a Hispanic, compared to 205 
crimes per 1,000 non*Hispanlc house- 
holds. 



January 1990 

Hispanics comprise the fastest grow- 
ing ethnic or racial group in the United 
States. The National Crime Survey, 
the Nation's second largest ongoing 
household survey, sponsored by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, provides 
detailed information on how crime af- 
fects this important segment of our 
society. This report updates a BJS 
study of Hispanic victims published 
in 1981. 

Perhaps the major finding of this anal- 
ysis of NCS data for 1979-86 is that 
compared to other groups Hispanics 
are victimized particularly by robbery. 
The report nresents a variety of find- 
ings on this and other crimes that 
Hispanics suffer. 

Joseph M. Bessette 
Acting Director 



• The higher victimization rate for Hispan- 
ics can be partly explained by their being 
more Ikely than the rest of the population 
to have characteristics associated with 
high crime rates. For example. Hispanics 
tend to be younger, poorer, and more con- 
centrated in cities than non-Hlspanics; 
however, even when these difference; 
are controlled for, Hispanics still had higher 
robbe7 victimization rates. 

• The street was the most common place 
for violent crimes to occur. Forty-five per- 
cent of the robberies of Hispanics, 51% of 
the robberies of black victims, and 34% of 
the robberies of whites were on the street. 



Hispanic victimization : 
overview, 1979-86 



Averags 

annual 

numbor 



Crimes ofvtolence 438,639 

Crimes of thflft 829,865 

Household crimes 1 .1 72.225 

Weapons in violentcrime 
victimizations 
Victimizations involving 

a weapon 199,177 

Robbe ries with a l<nif e 29.369 

Robberies with a gtm 22,364 

injuries in violentattacl^s* 

Serious 23,750 

Minor 105.896 

Reporting victimizations to 
the poSce (ali crimes) 

Victimizations reported 837.026 
Victimizations not 

reported 1,579.186 
Crimes ofvioiance 

Victimizations reported 2 1 1 .063 
Victimizations not 

reported 224.599 

Number of offenders in vioient 
crime victimizations 
Victimizations involving 

a single offender 253.076 
Victimizations involving two 

or more offenders 1 78.1 68 

Robberies 71.206 

Aggravated assaults 53.829 



*Rgures exclude rape injuries and those victimiza* 
tions in which the presence of lnju.7 was not as- 
certained. Victimizations were classified 
according to the most serious injury received. 



• Hispanic victims of vioient crime were 
more likely to be accosted by a stranger 
(65%) than were white victims (58%) 
black victims (54%). Conversely, Hispariiu 
victims were the least likei) (12%), and 
blacks, the most likely (22%) to be ac- 
costed by someone well known to them. 
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• Overall, HIspanlcs were about as ilkely 
as whites and blacks to report a victimiza- 
tion to the police. 

• Hispanic and black robbery victims were 
more Ilkely to face an offender with a 
weapon (57% of each group) than whites 
(43%). Black robbery victims were the 
most Ilkely to be confronted by an offender 
with a gun (29%). and i^ispanics were the 
most likely to face a robber with a knife 
(25%). 

Hitpanlcs In the Uidted States 

Hispanlcs comprise about 8% of the total 
U.S. population. The Hispanic population 
is concentrated In nine States — California. 
Texas. I^ew York, f^rida. Illinois, Arizona. 



HIspanlcs in ths United States, 
March 1988' 



Stats of rostdencG 
Total 
California 
Toxas 
New York 
Florida 
tllinols 
Arizona 
NowJorsey 
Now Mexico 
Colorado 
Other States 

Nation of origin 
Total 
Mexico 
Puerto Rico 
Cuba 

Central and South 

America 
Other Hispanic 

Unemptoymftnt rate* 

Ed u cation al attain me nt^ 
Less than 5 years 

ofschool 
Four years of high 

school or more 
Fouryearsofcotlege 



Size of family 
Total 
Two persons 
Three persons 
Four persons 
FIvepersons 
Six persons 
Seven or more persons 



100% 
34 
21 
11 

8 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 
11 



100% 
62 
13 
5 

12 
8 

9% 



12% 

51 

10 



100% 
26 
24 
25 
14 
7 
5 



New Jersey. New Mexico, and Colorado. 
Nearly three-fourths of HIspanlcs live in the 
South or the West. 

immigrants from Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries accounted for about a third of all new- 
comers to the United States from 1981 to 
1987. In 1988 persons who traced their 
heritage to Mexico comprised 62% of all 
HIspanlcs in tha United States. Those with 
a Puerto Rican heritage were 13% of the 
U.S. Hispanic population; Central and 
South Americans, 12%; Cuban Americans, 
5%; and other Hispanlcs, including persons 
descended from early Spanish colonists, 
8%. 

This report, based upon household inter- 
views conducted for the NCS from 1979 to 
1986. discusses characteristics of the His- 
panic population in the United States in 
terms of criminal victimizption. It examines 
the major crimes that HIspanlcs have sus- 
tained, the nature of crime situations, and 
how the victims responded to crime. 

As used In this report, the term "Hispanic" 
is an ethnic category that can include per- 
sons of any race. In discussions where 
the non-Hispanic category has been bro- 
ken down by race, members of the result- 
ing categories are referred to as whites 
and blacks rather than white non-Hispanlcs 
and black non-Hlspanics. Asians, Native 
Americans, or members of any other races 
have been excluded from these break- 
downs (see Methodology), 



Trends In crime rates 

From 1979 to 1983 the annual average 
rate of violent crime committed against 
HIspanlcs age 12 or older was about 44 
per 1.000; this rate began to decline In 

1984 (table 1). In 1985 the rate dropped 
significantly, to 31 violent crimes per 1,000, 
and remained near this level through 1986. 
(Because the numbers in this report are 
estimates based on a sample, some ap- 
parent differences may reflect sampling 
variation. Any difference described reflects 
at least a 90% certainty that the difference 
Is not the result of sampling variation. See 
Methodology ioriurXhQf discussion of re- 
porting of significant differences.) 

During this period the rate of violent crime 
committed against non-Hispanlcs fluctu- 
ated. The rate per 1,000 non-Hispanlcs 
age 12 or older dropped from 38 violent 
victimizations in 1979 to 36 in 1980 but 
rose again to about 39 in the year follow- 
ing. In 1983, a year earlier than »he begin- 
ning of the decline in the violent crime rate 
for HIspanlcs, the rate for non-Hispanlcs 
dropped significantly and then declined 
slowly through 1986. 

For Hispanlcs a fail In the rate of personal 
theft preceded the decline in the violent 
crime rate. The rate went down signifi- 
cantly in 1984 to 66 tiietts per 1,000 HIs- 
panlcs and remained near this level in 

1985 and 1986. The personal theft rate 
for non-Hispanlcs dropped In several 



Table 1. Victimization rates for psrsonal and household crimes, by ethnicity, 1979-86 

Victimization rates per 1 .000 persons ago 1 2 or oldor or per 1,000 housoholds 
1979 1980 1961 1flft2 1983 1 984 1985 1986 



Hispanics 
Crimes ofviolence 
Crimes oftheft 
Household crimes 

Non* Hispanics 
Crimes of violence 
Crimesoftheft 
Household crimes 



44 
84 

:^99 



38 
95 
242 



45 
78 
278 



36 
85 
233 



43 
68 
291 



39 
Z7 
231 



45 

BP. 
279 



36 
04 
213 



43 
74 
253 



34 
79 
194 



39 
66 
262 



34 
74 
181 



31 
61 
240 



32 
71 
17 



29 
66 
237 



31 
69 
172 



Source: Th» Hispanic poputathn In tho Untied 
$tat^: MMTch ;9as (Current Population Re* 
ports). P9TC9USQ9t mty not add to 100% 
ctuM of rounding. 

'Flgurei tre bftied on the total Hispanic popula- 
tion 16 yeari old or older, 
^igurei tre t)ftted on the total Hispanic popula- 
tion 25 years old or older. 
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Significant steps from 95 thefts per 1»000 
in 1979. The level fell, first In 1980» then 
again in 1982. 1983, and 1984. declining 
to a low of 69 thefts per 1 .000 In 1 986. 

in contrast to the personal crime victlmlza' 
tlon rates for IHIspanics, the rates of house- 
hold crime fluctuated, declining significantly 
in 1983, increasing slightly in 1984, and 
then dropping to a new low in 1985. In 
1985 for every 1 ,000 households headed 
by a iHispanic, there were 240 burglaries, 
stolen vehicles, or household thefts. The 
rate of household crimes against non- 
Hispanic households declined from 242 
crimes per 1 ,000 households in 1 979 to 
a low of 172 per 1,000 in 1986. 

Crime victimization rates for HIspanlct 
and non-Hlspanlcs 

For the period 1979-86 IHIspanics experi- 
enced higher violent crime rates than did 
non-Hlspanics (table 2). Relative to their 
number, iHispanlcs were robbed or seri- 
ously assaulted more often than other per- 
sons. For every 1,000 persons age 12 or 
older, there were 1 1 robberies of IHispan- 
lcs, compared to 6 of non-Hlspanics. The 
12 aggravated assaults per 1,000 IHIspan- 
ics exceeded the rate of 10 assaults per 
1,000 non-Hlspanics. 

Aggravated assauitsHnvolve either a 
weapon or a serious injury like broken 
bones, teeth knocked out, toss of con- 
sciousness, or an unknown injury requiring 
2 or more days In the hospital. For the 
less serious simple assaults, the Hispanics* 
victimization rate did not differ from that of 
non-Hlspanics. Nor did Hispanics and 
non-Hlspanics differ significantly in their 
rate of victimization by rape. 

Hispanics from 1979 to 1986 had higher 
rates of victimization than non-Hlspanics 
for househoki crimes: 266 household 
crimes per 1,000 househokis headed by 
a Hispanic versus 205 crimes per 1.000 
non-Hispanic househokis. The rate of bur- 
glary was a fifth larger for Hispanic house- 
hokJs than for non-Hispanic households. 
For every 1,000 HIspank: households there 
were 144 larceny thefts and 26 thefts of 
vehicles, while for every 1,000 non- 
Hispanic househok^s there were 114 
larcenies and 15 motor vehicle thefts. 



Demographic characteristics of the 
Hispanic population In the NCS 

During the 1979-86 period. 36% of the His- 
panic population estimated by the NCS, 
compared to 26% of non-Hlspanics, were 
okierthan age 11 and younger than age 
25 (table 3). A fifth of the Hispanics, but 
nearly a third of the non-Hlspanics. were 
age 50 or older. 

Hispanics and non-Hlspanics were concen* 
trated In different categories of marital sta- 
tus and education. A higher percentage of 
Hispanics than non-Hlspanics had never 
married (36% versus 29%). Less than half 
of all Hispanics had completed high school, 
compared to two-thirds of the non- 
Hlspanics. Seventeen percent of Hispan- 
ics and 31% of non-Hlspanics had at- 
tended at least 1 year of college. 

About a third of non-Hispanic individuals 
had annual family Incomes under $1 5,000. 
but half of the Hispanics were at that level. 
About 17% of Hispanics and 31% of non- 
Hlspanics were at the other end of the 
scale, betonging to families earning 
$25,000 or more. 



Tabis 2. VIctlmlzi'Jon rate, by type 
of crime and ethnicity, 1979-86 



Typoo* -irime 


Hispanic 


Non- 
Hispanic 


Crimes ofviotenco 


39.6 


35.3 


Rapo 


1.0 


1.0 


Robbery 


10.5 


6.1 


Aggravated attauit 


12.0 


9.7 


Simple assault 


16.3 


16.6 


Crimes of theft 


74.9 


80.3 


PersonaMarceny 






with contact 


5.1 


2.9 


Personaliarceny 






without contact 


69.8 


77.4 


Household crimes 


265,6 


204.5 


Burglary 


95.4 


75.3 


Household larceny 


143.9 


113.8 


Motor vehicle theft 


26.2 


15.4 



Note; Characteristics of the victim are used for 
crimes of vioter^ce artd theft: characteristics of the 
head of household are used for household crimes. 
Victimization rates are average annuai victimiza- 
tion rates per 1.000 persons or households. 



Unemployed Hispanics accounted for 10% 
of the Hispanic population who belonged to 
the labor force; 7% of the non-Hlspanics 
who worl<ed for gain were unemployed. 
Thirty-four percent of Hispanics and 36% 
of non*Hispanlcs did not participate 
In the labor force; they were students. 
homemal<ers, retirees, persons unable to 
worl< for gain, or other nonparlicipants. 



Tables. Selected domographic 
characteristics of Hispanic and non- 
Hlspanlc NCS respondents, 1979-86 



Demographic Non- 
characteristics Hispanic Hispanic 



Sex 

Total 100% 100% 

Mate 48 48 

Female 52 52 

Age 

Total 100% 100% 

12-15 11 7 

16-19 11 8 

20-24 14 11 

25-34 24 21 

35-49 22 21 

50-64 13 18 

65+ 6 14 

Marital status* 

Total 100% 100% 

Married 52 56 

Widowed 4 7 
Divorced 

or separated 9 8 

Never married 36 29 

Family income 

Total 100% 100% 

Less than $7,500 23 15 

$7,500-14.999 27 19 

$15,000-24.099 23 23 

$25,000-49.999 14 24 

$50,000 or more 3 7 

Notascertained 10 11 

Education 

Total 100% 100% 

0- 3 years 38 17 
9-11 years 20 16 
12years 25 35 

1- 3 years of coilege 11 16 
4ormoreyears 

ofcolloge 6 15 

Notascertained 1 1 

Occupation 

Total 100% 100% 

Lalx)r force 

Employed 59 61 

Unemployed 7 5 

Non-iabor force 

Homemakers 20 19 

Students 5 4 

Persons unable to work 2 2 

Retirees 3 7 

Other 4 4 



Note: Detail may not total 100% because of 
rounding. Percentages are average annual per- 
centages. 

•The category 'rrwrital status notascertained" is 
not displayed. 
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Tabi© 4, 8#|iact»cl chipr«ct#ii«tlos 
of Hispanic and non-Hlspanlc 
NC8 households, 1970^ 



Household 
cha icteristico 



Non- 

H'spanic Hispanic 



Horne ownership 
Total 
Own 
Rent 

Location of residence 
Total 
Central city 
Suburban 
Nonmetropolitsn 

Family Income 
Total 
Less than $7,500 
$7,500<1 4,999 
$15,000-24,999 
$25,000-49,999 
$50,000 or more 
Notascertained 



100% 
40 
57 



100% 
51 
35 
14 



100% 
28 
27 
21 
12 
2 
10 



100% 



35 



100% 
29 
40 
31 



100% 
20 
21 
22 
21 
5 
11 



Less than half of the Hispanic households 
owned their homes; 57% rented,Two-thlrds 
of non-Hlspanlc heads of households were 
home owners. 

More than 1 of every 2 Hispanic houce- 
holds were located in a central city, com- 
pared to fewer than 1 in 3 non-Hispanic 
households (table 4). While 14% of His- 
panic households were located in non- 
metropolitan areas, 31% of non-Hlspanlc 
households were outside cities and their 
suburbs. 

The relationship between persons having 
certain demographic characteristics and 
their llkelhood of falling victim to crime has 
been shown in research by BJS and oth- 
ers.^ For each characteristic discussed 
above, HIspanics were concentrated in 
those categories associated with higher 
crime rates. Compared to non-Hispanlcs, 
a larger percentage of HIspanics were — 

• younger and iesf; likely to be over age 50 

• unmarried 

• less well educated 

• earning a bw income 

• nonprofessional, with a higher unemptoy- 
ment rate 

• renters rather than owners 

• city dwellers instead of suburbanites 
or residents of nonmetropolltan areas. 

Given the higher representation of HIspan- 
ics in high-crime-risk categories, when His- 
panic and non-Hlspanlc victims with the 
same characteristics are compared, the 
HIspanics' higher overall rate of criminal 
victimization often disappears. 

^ 7779 risk ofviohnt crim0, BJS SpeclJ Re^rt 
NCJ-97119.May 1985. 



Detailed examination of selected 
characteristics of Hispanic and 
non-Hlspanlc victims 

For most crimes Hispanic and non- 
Hlspanlc individuals sharing the same 
demographic characteristics had generally 
comparable victimization rates, except for 
robber and, to a lesser extent, aggravated 
assault. Some support for and exceptions 
to this generalization can be found in an 
analysis of criminal victimization while tak- 
ing into account education, employment, 
home ownership, and place of residence. 

Education 

HIspanics more ofter, fell victim to robbe^ 
than did non-Hispanlcs, regardless of the 
victims' educational background (table 5). 
Among persons with less than a ninth- 
grade education, non-Hispanlcs suffered 
a higher rate of simple assault than HIs- 
panics. 



Crimes of violence* 






Hispanic 


31.7 


53.6 


Non-Hispanic 


32.7 


45.1 


Robbery 






Hispanic 


11.0 


12.4 


Non-Hispanic 


6.8 


8.0 


Aggravated absault 






Hispanic 


7.3 


18.1 


Non-Hispanic 


7.5 


13.6 


Sjmpie assault 






Hispanic 


12.3 


21.9 


Non-Hispanic 


17.6 


22.2 


Crimes of theft 






Hispanic 


52.6 


8^6 


Non-Hlspanlc 


63.9 


80.4 


Personal l&rceny 






with contact 






Hispanic 


5.3 


4.8 


Non-Hispanic 


2.8 


2.8 


Personal larceny 






without contact 






Hispanic 


47.3 


76.8 


Non-Hispanic 


61.1 


77.6 



Note: Victimization rates are average annual victrm- 
ization rat8t per 1,000 persons. Levels of educa- 
tional attainment refer to tho highest grade 
completed. The category "educational attainment 



Note: Detail may not tota. J0% because of 
rounding. Percentages are average annual 
percentages. 



37.1 53.8 30.5 

31.7 43.6 27.7 

6.9 12.1 5.6 

5.4 6.4 4.5 

12.7 15.6 9.4 

9.4 12.0 6.4 

15.0 24.7 15.3 

16.1 23.9 16.3 

81.2 111.1 104.7 
70.0 103.0 99.1 



4.9 5.5 4.1 

2.5 3.2 3.4 

76.3 105.6 100.7 

67.5 99.8 95.8 



not ascertained* is not displayed 

Mnckide data on rape not shown as a separate cate* 

gory. 



Tabie 5. VIctlmliation rate, by type of crime, ethnicity, 
and educational attainment, 1979-86 

Average annual rate of victimization per 1,000 persons 

College 

Elementary High school 4 or 

Type of crime school 9-11 1-3 iriore 

and ethnicity 0-6 years years I2years years years 



er|c 



5 



Occupation 



Only Hispanics and non-Hispanics not in 
the labor force differed «>:jnlficantiy in their 
rates of victimization fo/ certain crimes 
(table 6). Of persons not in the labor force, 
for every 1,000 Hispanics there were 29 vi- 
olent crimes; for non-Hlspanics, 20 violent 
crimes. Hispanic homemakers were nearly 
twice as likely to have experienced violent 
crimes as non-Hispanic homemakers. 
Non-Hispanic students with a rate of 123 
per 1.000 persons experienced signifi- 
cantly more thefts than Hispanic students 
(86 per 1,000). 

Home ownership 

Among those families who owned or were 
buying a home, Hispanics had higher rates 
of all househoki crimes than non-Hlspanics 
(table?.) For example, the Hispanics* rate 
of motor vehicle theft was aboi*^ twice that 
that of non-Hispanic residence owners. 
Hispanics, whether owners or renters, 
were robbed relatively more often than 
non-Hlspanics. 

Location of household 

Hispanic households in non metropolitan 
areas, suburbs, and central cites were vic- 
timized mora often than non-HlLpanic 
househoki'i (table 8). Hispanic households 
in central cities tost motor vehicles to theft 
at a significantly higher rate than non- 
Hispanic househokis (29 versus 24 per 
1,000 househokis). In the suburbs, His- 
panics, compared to non-Hlspanlcs, had 
higher rates of househokis larcency and 
motor vehicle theft, while In the non- 
mefiropolitan areas, househokis headed by 
Hispanics experienced burglary and 
larceny at rates higher than those of non- 
Hispanic househokis. 

In central cities and suburbs, Hispanics 
were robbed more often than non- 
Hispanics, while non-Hlspanics were more 
often the victims of personal theft. 



Tsb{« S. yictlmization rat$, by t/p$ of crlm^, 
•thnidty, and employment status, 1979-84 

AveraQtf annual rato of victimization per 1,000 persons 
CnmesotviolQnce Crimes of theft 

Emptoymant Non- Non- 
status Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic 



Labor force 


48.0 


42.4 


89.4 


96.1 


Employed 


43.8 


39.3 


88.6 


95.1 


Prh/ate sector 


44.0 


37.5 


86.2 


94.7 


Government 


42.9 


48.5 


104.0 


97.2 


Unemployed 


84.6 


84.1 


97.1 


1G8.2 


Non-labor force 


29.4 


19.8 


51.3 


47.4 


Homemak&rs 


26.5 


14.3 


48.3 


40.2 


Students 


40.5 


52.9 


86.1 


123.1 


Persons unable to work 29.5 


22.9 


27.0 


28.5 


Retirees 


18.1 


8.0 


33.2 


23.4 



Note: Victimization rates are average annual 
victimization rates per 1,000 persons. 



Tabis 7. Annua! rats of victimiza- 


tion, b; typs of crime, sthnlclty. 


and homs ownership, 1979-86 


Type of crime 


Households tiiat: 


and ethnicity 


owned 


Rented 


Crimes of violence* 






Hispanic 


28.4 


50.5 


Non-Hispanic 


23.8 


63.2 


Robbery 






Hispcmic 


5.6 


15.4 


Non-Hispanic 


3.5 


12.4 


Aggravatedassault 






Hispanic 


9.2 


14.7 


Non-Hispanic 


6.5 


17.6 


Simple assault 






Hispanic 


13.3 


19.2 


Non-Hispanic 


13.4 


31.? 


Crimes of theft 






Hispanic 


69.6 


80.0 


Non-HispanK: 


67.1 


112.3 


Personal larceny 






with contact 






Hispanic 


3.2 


7.0 


Non-Hispanic 


1.8 


5.4 


Personailarceny 






without contact 






Hispanic 


66.5 


73.0 


Non-Hispanic 


65.3 


106.9 


Household crimes 






Hispanic 


243.4 


282.1 


Non-Hispanic 


171.0 


266.9 


Burglary 






Hispanic 


78.9 


107.8 


Non-Hispanic 


60.7 


102.6 


Household larceny 






Hispanic 


140.1 


146.7 


Non- His panic 


98.4 


142.4 


Motor vehicte theft 






Hispanic 


24.3 


27.7 


Non -Hispanic 


12.0 


21.9 


Note: Characteristics of the victim are 


used for crimes of violerv:e and ti>eft: char- 


acteristics of ti>0 head of household are 


used for househoki crinies. Victimization 


rates are average annual victimization 


rates per 1.000 persons or households. 


'Include data on rape not shown as a sep- 


arate category. 







Table 8. Victimization rate, by type of crims, 
ethnicity, end location of residence, 1979-86 

Average annualcrime rate 
of persons or households in: 
Nonmetro- 

Type of crime Central poiitan 
andethnicity city Suburbs area 


Crimesofviolence* 








Hispanic 


45.7 


34.1 


32.3 


Non-Hispanic 


48.5 


33.9 


26.0 


Robbery 








Hispanic 


14.8 


7.5 


3.4 


Non- Hispanic 


11.7 


5.0 


2.7 


Aggravated assault 








Hispanic 


12.9 


10.6 


12.2 


Non- Hispanic 


13.1 


9.1 


7.7 


Simple assault 








Hispanic 


17.0 


15.5 


16.0 


Non-Hispanic 


22.2 


19.0 


14.9 


Crimesof tiieft 








Hispanic 


76,1 


75.6 


62.1 


Non-Hispanic 


9u.7 


85.9 


59.2 


Personailarceny 








wl til contact 








Hispanic 


7.5 


3.3 


1.0 


Non-Hispanic 


6.1 


2.2 


1.1 


Personailarceny 








witiiout contact 








Hispanic 


70.5 


72.3 


61.1 


Non-Hispanic 


80.6 


83.7 


58.2 


Household crimes 








Hispanic 


277.0 


259.1 


239.8 


Non-Hispanic 


263.7 


196.3 


160.5 


Bu jiary 








Hispanic 


104.1 


87.2 


84.4 


Non -Hispanic 


99.3 


68.8 


61.6 


Household larceny 








Hispanic 


143.7 


144.3 


143.7 


Non-Hispanic 


140.8 


112.0 


91.2 


Motor vehicle ti>eft 








Hispanic 


29.3 


27.7 


11.7 


Non-Hispanic 


23.6 


15.6 


7.7 


Note: Characteristics of tt>e victim are used for crimes of 
violence and ti>eft: characteristics of the head of household 
are used for housohoid crimes. Victimization rates ara 
average annual victimization rales per 1.000 persons or 
households. 

include data on rape not shown as a separate category. 



T8bl# o. PI9C9 Where violent crime eeeurrcd, lS7S-es 



Type of crime 
and race or ethnicity 
ofvictim 

Crimes of violence^* 
Hispanic 
White 
Black 

Robbery 
Hispanic 
White 
Black 

Aggravated assault 
Hispanic 
White 
Black 

Simple assault 
Hispanic 
White 
Black 



The percent of violent crime that took place: 



On 



Elsewhere 



Total 


On the 
street* 


Near 
home^ 


At 

home*^ 


In a 

parking 

k)t 


In 

school 


public 
transpor- 
tation 


ornot 
ascer- 
tained 


inno/ 

IUU7* 


30% 


15% 


12% 


7% 


8% 


2% 


27% 


100 


OA. 




12 


9 


9 


1 


34 


100 


35 


14 


15 




D 


o 

c. 




100 


45 


12 


9 


9 


3 


5 


17 


100 


34 


9 


14 


12 


6 


3 


22 


100 


51 


12 


11 


6 


4 


2 


14 


100 


26 


18 


10 


8 


5 


1 


32 


100 


26 


10 


11 


10 


5 


1 


37 


100 


30 


14 


14 


6 


4 


1 


30 


100 


24 


14 


13 


5 


13 


1 


30 


100 


21 


10 


12 


8 


12 


1 


36 


100 


r6 


15 


19 


4 


11 


2 


24 



Where violent crimee occurred and who 
cominitted them 

All types of violent crime most often oc- 
curred on the street (table 9). Robberies 
of HIspanlcs or blacks, espadally, were 
more likely to take place on the street 
(45% of Hispanic robbery victims, 51% of 
black victims, and 34% of white victims). 
Simple or aggravated assaults were about 
as likely to occur on the street for the three 
groups. 

Larger percentages of the aggravated as- 
saults on HIspanlcs (18%) and on blacks 
(14%) than on whites (10%) occurred near 
the victims* homes. Hispanic and white 
victims of aggravated assaults experienced 
about the same percentage of assaults In 
their homes (10% and 11%). A larger per- 
centage of simple assaults cn black vic- 
tims, compared to those on HIspanlcs or 
whites, took place at home. 

Most victims of violent crime did not know 
the offender (table 10). HIspanlcs, In par- 
ticular, fell victim to strangers (65% of HIs- 
panlcs, compared to 58% of whites and 
54% of blacks). As already noted, Hlspan- 
tes had a relatively high rate of victimiza- 
tion by robbery, primarily a stranger- 
to-stranger crime.* Strangers (according 
to survey results not reported In a table) 
committed 37% of the robberies against 
HIspanlcs. Conversely, HIspanlcs were 
the least likely, and blacks, the most likely, 
to have t>een victimized by an offender 
well known to them. 

' Mto/en/ ctkm by strangers and nonstrangers, BJS 
Special Report NCJ-103702. January 1987. 



Note: Detail may not total 100% because of round- 
ing. 

''On the streef is defined as on the stroet other than 
immediate ty a(^cent lo one'c own home or to a 
frienrfs, reiative't, or neighbor's home, 
^ear home' is defined as being near one's own 
home, yard, sidewalk, driveway, carport or on a 



T«ble io« victim-offonder relationship 
In violent cr^Me victimizations, 1979-86 



Victim- offender Crimes of violence 



relationship 


Hispanic 


White 


Black 


Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Non stranger 








Total 


32% 


38% 


42% 


Spouse 


2 


3 


2 


Ex-spouse 


2 


2 


1 


Parent 


^ • 


1 




Child 








Other relative 


3 


2 


2 


Casual 








acquaintance 


12 


13 


14 


Well|<nown 


12 


17 


22 


Stranger 


65% 


58% 


54% 


Relationship not 








known or not 








ascertained 


4% 


4% 


5% 



Street immediately adjacent to one's own home, 
apartment storage area^ or laundry room. 
**At home" is defined as being at or in one's own 
dwelling or attached garage or being at or in a 
detached building on one's own property. 

''include data on rape not shown as a separate cate- 
gory. 



Note: Detail may not total 100% because of 

rounding. 

-Less than 0.5%. 

'Estimate is based on 10 or fewer sample cases; 
see MBtbodohgy. 



Abou^ half of Hispanic and black victims of 
violent crime faced armed offenders (45% 
and 49%, respactlvely), compared to about 
a third of whites (32%) (table 11). For rob- 
bery, 57% of Hispanlcs and blacks faced 
an armed offender, compared to 43% of 
wWtes. Black robbery victims were the 
most iikety to be confronted by an offender 
with a gun (29%), and Hispanlcs were 
most likely to face an offender with a knife 
(25%). 



Tsbi9 1 1 . ProMiiM and typ« of woapons 
In violent erlm«s , 1979-86 

Typ«ofcrime. 
pres0nc« and 

typ^ofwaapon Hispanic White Black 
Crimes of violence* 



Totai 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No weapon 


48 


61 


42 


Weapon 


45 


32 


49 


Gun 


15 


10 


20 


Knife 


15 


8 


14 


Other 


13 


12 


13 


Weapon typo 








unknown 


2 


2 


2 


Notknownornot 








ascertained {farmed 


7 


7 


10 


Robbery 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No weapon 


33 


44 


30 


Weapon 


57 


43 


57 


Gun 


19 


16 


29 


Knife 


25 


15 


16 


Other 


11 


10 


10 


Weapon typo 








unknown 


2 


2 


2 


Notknownornot 








ascertained if arnr<ed 


0 


iT 


12 



Aggravated assault^ 



TolaJ 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No weapon 


3 


6 


3 


Weapon 


97 


94 


97 


Gun 


32 


29 


36 


Knife 


27 


22 


27 


other 


34 


39 


30 


Weapon type 








unknown 


4 


4 


3 


Notknownornot 








ascertained Ifarrned^ 






1 



Note: Dotal! may not total 100% beceuse of 
rounding. Although somo respondents may have 
reported nf>ore than one weapon present, victim- 
izations have boon classified according to a hier- 
archy of weapons use: any gun present, any knife 
prosen^ other weapon present but type not ascer* 
tained. no weapon, and not known or not ascer- 
tained If weapon present 
-Less than 0.5%. 

"Include data on rape and simple assault not 
shown as separate categories. 

^Involvet attack with a weapon or attack without a 
WMpon which results In aertous injury. 
'Estimates for Hispanlcs and blacks are based 
on 10 or fewer tampie cases; see M0tho<k>hgy. 



Like black victims, about a third of the His- 
panlcs were robbed by a person having 
no weapon. Robbers whites had no 
weapon 44% M the time. 

Outcomes from violent crime 

Hispanic, white, and olack victims who 
were attacked sustained injuries of similar 
severity (table 12). When robbed and at- 
tacked, whites were more likely to be in- 
jured than blacks (64% versus 56%). No 
significint differences distinguished the 
racial or ethnic groups in the percentages 
of attacks resulting in serious injury. 

Although whites were injured more often 
than blacks or Hispanlcs in an attack dur- 
ing a robbery', for all violent crimes result- 
ing in injury, black victims more froquentiy 



Table 12. Pres^nco and severity 
of injuries rso^Ived In violent attacks, 
1979-86 

Percent of attacks 
Typeof crime on victims who were:- 

and injury Hispanic White ^lack 



Crimes of violence* 



Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No injury 


39 


37 


38 


Injury 


61 


63 


62 


Serious 


11 


10 


15 


Minor 


50 


53 


47 


Robbery 








Total 


100 


100 


100 


No injury 


41 


36 


44 


Injury 


59 


64 


56 


Serious 


12 


14 


13 


Minor 


47 


50 


42 


Aggravated assault^ 








Total 


100 


100 


100 


No injury 


27 


23 


22 


Injury 


73 


77 


78 


Serious 


27 


30 


33 


Minor 


46 


48 


45 



Note: Subgroup percentages may not total to the 
overall category because of rounding. Figures ex- 
clude rape Injuries, those victimizations in which 
ttie presence of injury was not ascertained, and vi« 
olent victimizations involving threats but not at* 
tacks. Although somo respondents may have 
reported mote than one type of injury, victimiza- 
tions have been classified according to the most 
serious injury received. Serbus Injury includes 
knife, gunshot, or bullet wounds: broken bones 
and teeth: interna) Injuries: being knocked uncon* 
sclous: or other Injuries requiring 2 or more days 
of hospitalizatk>n. Minor injuries Include bruises, 
cuts, scratches, black eyes, sweling. or other in* 
Juries requiring less than 2 days of hospitalization. 
"Include data on rape and simple assault not 
shown as separate categories, 
^involves attack with a weapon or attack without a 
weapon which results In sertous Injury. 



received some type of medical care (table 
13). Hispanlcs were no more or less iikely 
than blacks or whites to receive medical at- 
tention, to receive care in an emergency 
room or hospital, or to stay overnight In 
a hospital. 

Crimes against Hispanic, black, and white 
victims were reported to the police with 



Table 13. Presence and type of medical 
cars received by victims of violent crime, 
1979-83 

Tvoeof crime Percent of injuries 
and medical care Hispanic White slack 


C. Imes of violence* 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No care received 


49 


54 


39 


Medicclcare 








received 


51 


46 


61 


Outsidean emer- 








gency room 








or hospital 


23 


23 


24 


In an emergency 








room or hospital 


26 


23 


37 


Old not stay 








overnight 


22 


20 


29 


oiayeQovviniyni 


7 


3 


Q 


Rob^w^ry 








Tolut 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No care received 


53 


52 


42 


Medical care 








received 


47 


48 


58 


Outside an emer- 








gency room 








or hospital 


20 


22 


25 


In an emergency 








room or hospital 


27 


26 


33 


Old not stay 








overnight 


21 


20 


28 


Stayed overnight 


7 


5 


5 


Aggravated assault** 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


No care received 


33 


40 


25 


Medical care 








received 


67 


60 


75 


Outside an emer- 








gency .'00 nt 








or hospital 


25 


23 


23 


In an emergency 








room or hospital 


43 


37 


52 


Did not stay 








overnight 


29 


30 


35 


Stayed overnight 


13 


7 


17 


Note: Subgroup percentagos may not total to the 
overallcategory because of rounding. Although 
soma respondents may have reported more then 
one type of medical treatmont, victimizations have 
been classified accorctng to a hierarchy based 
upon the most Intensive treatment recetvod. 
* Include data on rape and simple assault not 
ehown as separate categories. 
^Involves attack with a weapon or attack without a 
weapon which results li serious injury. Thus, a 
large share of aggravated assaults result In sonrw 
type of medical care being received. 



IlIC 



s 



similar frequency (table 14). Crimes most 
orien reported were crimes of violence; vic- 
tims of all radai or ethnic groups reported 
about half the violent victimizations. About 
a quarter of all personal thefts were re- 
ported to the police. Motor vehicle thefts 
were reported by each group in the largest 
proportions. 

Although relative to their population His- 
panics were robbed more often than 
non-Hispanlcs, those robberies were re* 
ported to the police less frequently than 
robberies of either blacks or whites. His- 
panics reported 47% of the robberies, 
compared to 57% for whites and 55% 
for blacks. 

When violent crimes were not reported to 
the police, the vtetlms most often gave as 
a reason that the crime was a private mat- 
ter or that they considered it inconsequen- 
tiai (table 15)* Fear of reprisal was least 
frequently given as a reason for not report- 
ing these crimes. 

Robbery victims most often dted lack of 
proof as the reason for not reporting a 
victimization to the police. Whites more 
than HIspanlcs or blacks failed to report 



robberies because they felt these victim- 
izations were private matters ^20% of 
whites who had not reported. 9% of HIs- 
panlcs. and 15% of blacks). Similarly, 17% 
of white robbery victims who had not re- 
ported to the authorities said that the ind- 
dent was not Important enough, compared 
to 12% of HIspanlcs and 13% of blacks. 

Among nonreporting black and Hispanic 
victims of robbery, personal theft, and 
household crimes, comparatively similar 



Tabt« 14. Victimizations rsportod 
to th9 poIlM, 1970-66 

P«rcont of victimizations 
f ported when victims were: 
Typ^ofcrimj Hispank; White Bteck 



Crimes of vIolOTiC^ 


48% 


48% 


52S 


Rape 


50 


51 


57 


Robbery 


47 


57 


55 


Aggravated assault 


62 


57 


59 


Simple assauit 


38 


41 


43 


Crimes of theft 


24 


27 


24 


Personal larceny 






With contact 


31 


37 


35 


Without con tact 


24 


27 


24 


Household crirres 


36 


38 


40 


Burglary 


48 


49 


52 


Household larceny 


23 


27 


23 


Motorvehicle*heft 


67 


69 


75 



Ttblt 15» R^ions for not reporting victimizations to the police, i97d-66 



Type of crime 

and race or ethnicity Private 
pfvictim matter 



Not Not Police Reported 

important Lack important wouU crime Other 

enough to of enough not do Fear of to some- and not 

respondent proof torx)lice anythino* reprisal one else Known 



Crimes of violence** 
Hispanic 
White 
Black 

Robbery 



22% 

31 

26 



20% 

23 

20 



12% 
8 
11 



11% 
7 
10 



8% 

5 

8 



7% 10% 
5 13 
4 11 



Hispanic 


9 


12 


21 


12 


14 


White 


20 


17 


18 


9 


9 


Black 


15 


13 


20 


13 


14 


Aggravated assault 








Hispanic 


29 


18 


9 


12 


9 


Wh'te 


33 


19 


9 


7 


5 


Black 


30 


20 


9 


9 


8 


Simple assault 








Hispanic 


26 


26 


8 


10 


5 


White 


33 


26 


5 


7 


3 


:itack 


30 


25 


7 


8 


4 


0'' es of theft 












mspanlc 


3% 


27% 


20% 


10% 


4% 


White 


4 


32 


21 


7 


3 


Black 


5 


24 


22 


9 


4 


Ho ut#hoki crimes 












Hispanic 


6% 


28% 


19% 


12% 


8% 


Whita 


8 


33 


22 


10 


5 


Black 


0 


25 


22 


12 


7 



8 
6 
5 

9 
6 
5 

5 
5 
3 



1% 



1% 

1 
1 



6 
9 
7 

8 
10 
10 

14 
14 
14 



20% 

21 

21 



4% 

4 
5 



29% 

24 

26 



42 
36 
38 

27 
27 
23 

22 
21 
20 



37% 

35 

34 



42% 

39 

42 



Note: Some respondents may have cited more than 
one raason for not reporting vk:t)mizations to the po- 
Oco. Therefore, detail will not total 100%. 
-Uss than 0.5%. 
^'"'^ludet reasons glvan by reapondonts such as: 

ERIC 



the police woukJ be Inefficient. Ineffectivo, or insensi- 
tive. 

^Include data on rapo not thown as a separate cate- 
gory. 



percentages said that they did not call the 
police because they felt that the police 
would think the Incident unimportant or 
would do little to respond. 

Single-offender versus multiple- 
offender victimizations 

During the 1980's gang activity appears to 
have Increased, contributing to the street 
violence tha: exists in many central city 
neighborhoods. In some Hispanic commu- 
nities, a majority of the male youth may at 
some time belong to a gang.^ 

The NCS does not gather data on the of- 
fenders' ethnldty or on gang vlo'''ince as 
a separate category. It does, however, 
measure victlmizatiCiis involving multiple 
offenders, which may represent the impact 
of gang activity. 

Of the violent crimes, robbery most fre- 
quency Involved multiple offenders, and 
HIspanlcs, as noted earBer, were more 
likely than blacks or whites to be robbed 
(table 16). Offenders In groups committed 

'Ruth Horowitz, "Community tolerance of pang vto* 
lence," Soclaf Prob(9ms, 34:5 (1987), pp. 439*46. 



Table 18. Number of offenders 




in vioient crims victimizations, 1079-86 


TyM of crime and 








number of offenders Hispanic 


White 


Black 


Crimes of violence 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Single offender 


58 


72 


66 


Jyjo or more offenders 


41 


2C 


33 


Notknownor 








not available 


2 


2 


1 


Rape 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


single offender 


86 


84 


80 


Two or more offenders 


14 • 


15 


18 


Not known or 








not available 


0 


1 


2 


Robbery 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


Single offender 


39 


53 


45 


Two or more offenders 


61 


45 


54 


Not known or 








notavallcbte 




2 


1 


Aggravated assault 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


single offender 


56 


68 


72 


Vwo or mo re of fenders 


41 


28 


26 


Notknownor 








not available 


3 


3 


2 


Simple assault 








Total 


100% 


100% 


100% 


single offender 


70 


78 


75 


Two or more offenders 


29 


21 


23 


Notknownor 








not available 


2 


1 


1 


Note: Det&H may not total 100% becauso of 


rounding. 








-Less than 0.5%, 








'Estimate Is based on 10 or 


fewer sampla cases: 


see MBthodolcgy, 
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61% of the robberies of HIspanlcs. 54% 
of the robberies of blacks, and 45% of the 
robberies of whites. For aggravated as- 
sault as well as robbery, HIspanlcs rela- 
tively more often than whites or blacks feii 
victim to multiple offenders: 41% of the 
aggravated assaults against HIspanlcs, 
28% against whites, and 26% against 
blacks. For simple assault by two or more 
persons, HIspanlcs and blacks did not sig- 
nificantly differ. There was some evi- 
dence, however, that a higher proportion of 
simple assaults by multiple offpriders were 
against HIspanlcs than agairist whites. 

Vk)lent criminals were usually under age 
30, but multiple-offender victimizations 
were particularly likely to Involve very 
young offenders. Offenders under age 21 
predominated In multiple-offender victim- 
izations, except for aggravated assault 
(table 17). In multiple-offender victimiza- 
tions, no ethnic or radal group was more 
Ikely to be victimized by offenders of any 
particular age. 

Vk>lent offenders and their victims tended 
to be similar in age. Black and white vic- 
tims in each age range were confronted 
most frequently by an otrender or offend- 
ers 'n the same category (table 18). This 
asbodation also occurred for Hispanic vic- 
tims up to the age of 29. However. HIs- 
panlcs age 30 or older were about as likely 
to be victimized by an offender or offend- 
ers in their twenties (27%) as by offenders 
age 30 or okler. 



Table 17. Number and aga of offenctora in violent crime vietimlzatlona, 1979^ 








Perceived ige of offenders 




Type of crime, 












Not Known 


number of offenders, and 








30 or 


Mixed 


or not 


rece or ethnicity of victim 


1 OlBI 




21 '?9 


over 


ages 


ascertained 


Crimes of violence* 














Sing to offender 














l-il8penic victims 


100% 


32% 


36% 


29% 




3% 


White 


100 


29 


36 


32 




2 


B)ack 


100 


28 


36 


32 




3 


Twoor more offenders 














i-(l6p8nlc victims 


100 


43 


ID 


D 


£0 


9 


\ 'hite 


100 


41 


17 


6 


28 


8 


blacl( 


100 


39 


15 


7 


28 


11 


HODDery 














Only HI Ollvnuvi 












6% 


IHispenlc victims 




44% 


33% 


17% 




wniie 


100 


33 


42 


21 




3 


b(ACK 


100 


33 


39 


20 




8 


1 WO Oi mOiv oiranuui 1 














Hispen^ victims 


inn 




18 


4 


25 


g 


White 


100 


40 


19 


6 


25 


10 


Biacl( 


100 


40 


15 


7 


25 


12 


Aaaravatfid RAARutt 














Stnnlfi offfindfir 














Hispanic victims^ 


100% 


26% 


41% 


32% 




1% 


White 


100 


26 


37 


35 




3 


Black 


100 


25 


35 


39 




2 


Two or more offenders 














Hispanic victims 


100 


39 


11 


b 




11 


Wrtite 


100 


36 


17 


7 


33 


7 


B\ack 


100 


29 


14 


8 


34 


14 


Simple assault 














Single offender 












3% 


Hispanic victims 


100% 


32% 


34% 


31% 




White 


100 


30 


35 


33 




2 


Black 


100 


30 


36 


32 




3 


Two or RK}re offen ders 














Hispanic victims 


100 


48 


15 


7 


24 


5 


White 


100 


46 


16 


6 


26 


6 


Black 


100 


46 


16 


4 


26 


8 


Note: Detail may not total 1 00% because of 


h'he 


estimate for 'not known or not ascertaintd* Is 


roundmg. 






based on 10 or fewer sample cases; see Methodoi- 


'Include data on rapo not shown as a 


separate 


ogy. 








category. 















Table 18. Agea of victlma and offandera In violent crime victimizatloni, 1979-86 
Pe rce ive d age of off^n der s 



Ageand race 

or ethnicity 
of victim 



Totui Under 21 21-29 



Not Known Number of 
30 or Mixed or not as- offenders 
over ages certalned unknown 



Crimes of violence 
Age under 21 



Hispanic 


100% 


62% 


16% 


8% 


9% 


3% 


1% 


White 


100 


6i 


19 


10 


6 


3 


1 


Black 


100 


60 


18 


10 


7 


5 


1 


Age 2 1-29 
















Hispanic 


100 


21 


38 


21 


14 


4 


1 • 


White 


100 


17 


45 


25 


9 


3 


1 


Black 


100 


13 


48 


23 


10 


5 


1 


Age 30 or over 
















Hispanic 


100 


21 


27 


30 


11 


9 


2 


White 


100 


18 


28 


40 


7 


5 


3 


Black 


100 


17 


22 


40 


10 


9 


2 



Note: Detail may not total 1 00% because 
of rounding. 



'Estimate Is based on 10 or fower sample cases; 
see MBthodology, 
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Methodology 

The NOS coiiects data on crime from a na- 
tionally representative sample of house- 
holds. When a household Is selected for 
Inclusion In the sample, household mem- 
bers age 12 or older are Interviewed every 
6 months for 3 years. During each Inter- 
view InformrJon is obtained about the per- 
sonal victimizations, If any, experienced by 
the Interviewee In the 6 months preceding 
the interview. One member, generally over 
age 18, is also designated the household 
respondent, from whom information Is ob- 
tained about all crimes committed against 
the household during the preceding 6 
months. 

The NCS measures both attempted and 
completed incidents of rape, robbery, and 
aggravated and simple assault; personal 
thefts with and without contact; and the 
household crimes of burglary, household 
larceny, and motor vehicle theft. In 1986 
approximately 100,000 persons were inter- 
viewed in about 50,000 households. 

In this report the Hispanic category in- 
cludes all individuals of the following Span^ 
Ish origins regardless of racial Identity: 
Mexican-American, Chicane, Mexican, 
Puerto RIcan, Cuban Central or South 
American, and any other Spanish origin. 
Non-Hlspanlcs are individuals of any origin 
not listed above, including respondents for 
whom origin Is not known or not ascer- 
tained. 

Series crimes are three or more similar In- 
daents that a victim cannot describe In de- 
tali separately. Series crimes are Included 
in this report and counted as one victimiza- 
tion. The characteristics of the victimiza- 
tion are those of the most recent event In 
the series. 

Estimation procedures 

An Incident Is a specific criminal act Involv- 
ing one or more victims, while a victimiza- 
tion refers to the criminal act as It affects a 
single victim. Therefore, because personal 
crimes may have more than one victim, the 
number of victimizations Is detGnnined by 
the number of victims of the crime. With 
respect to household crimes, a household 
Is the sole victim of that crime. Thus, In 



thk report, data covering the period 1979- 
86 have been victim-weighted, using stan- 
dard NCS weighting procedures, to obtain 
the national estimates presented. For a 
more detailed description of NCS estima- 
tion procedures, see appendix III of Crimi- 
nal victimization In the United States, 1987 
(NCJ-1 15524). 

Reliability of comparisons 

Ail comparisons made In this report were 
tested to determine whether the differ- 
ences between groups were statistically 
significant. The compansons are signifi- 
cant at the 90% confidence level; most 
are also significant at the 95% confidence 
level. Statistical significance at the 95% 
confidence level requlrf^s that the esti- 
mated difference between the values b( .ig 
compared Is greater than twice the stand- 
ard error of this difference. 

Tables note when estimates are based on 
1 0 or fewer sample cases; standard errors 
cannot be computed accurately for such 
estimates, it Is particularly Inadvisable to 
compare these with other estimates based 
on a small sample size. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics Special 
Reports are prepared principally by 
BJS staff. This report was written by 
Usa D. Bastian. Caiherlne J. Whlt- 
aker and Ida Mines provided statisti- 
cal assistance. Thomas Hester 
edited the report. Marilyn Marbrook 
administered publication, assisted by 
Yvonne Boston. Tina Dorsey, and 
Jayne Pugh. 

January 1990, NCJ-1 20507 



The Assistant Attorney General, 
Office of Justice Programs, 
coordinates the activities of the 
following offices and bureaus; 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, National 
Institute of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention, and 
Office for Victims of Crime. 



New from BJS 

Anti-drug abuse formula grants: Jus- 
tice variable pass-through data, 1988 

(BJS Technical Report), NQ -120070, 
3/90 

Profile of feSons ccnvlcted !n State 

courts, 1986, NCJ-120021, t/90 
Juvenile and adult records: One 

system, one record? Proceedings 

of a BJS/Search conference, 

NCJ-1 14947, 1/90 
Felony case processing In State courts, 

1986 (BJS Special Report), 

NCJ-1 21 753, 2/90 
Census of local Jails, 1988 (BJS Bulletin). 

NCJ-121101, 1/90 
Drugs and crime facts, 1989, 

NCJ-121022, 1/90 
Correctional populations In the United 

States, 1987, NCJ-1 18762, 12/89 
Prison rule vIo^<»tors (BJS Special 

Report), NCJ-1 20344 12/89 
Probation and parole 1988 (BJS 

Bulletin), NCJ-1 19970, 11/89 
Drugs and crime data center & clearing- 

house brochure, BC-000125, 11/89 
Criminal victimization 1988, BJS 

Bulletin), NCJ-1 19845, 10/89 
Criminal cases In ilve States, 1983-86, 

BJS Special Report), NCJ-1 18798, 

9/89 

Justice expenditure and employment 
In the United States, 1965, NCJ- 
106356, 9/89 

Compendium of Federal Justice 
statistics, 1984, NCJ-1 1281 6, 8/89 

Sourcebook of criminal Justice 
statistics, 1988, NCJ-1 1831 8, 8/89 

Police departments In large cities, 1987 
(BJS Special Report), NCJ-1 19220, 8/89 

Capital punishment 1988 (BJS Bulletin), 
NOJ-1 18313, 7/89 

Federal criminal cases, 1980-87: 
Federal offenses and offenders (BJS 
Special Report), NCJ-1 18311, 7/89 

Households touched by crime, 1988 
(BJS Bulletin), NCJ-1 17434, 6/89 

Children In custody, 1975-85: Census 
of public and private Juvenile deten- 
tion, correctional, and shelter facil- 
ities, NCJ-1 14065, 6/89 
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Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 

(revised February 1990) 

C«ii tothf rM 800-732*3277 (local 
301 -251 -5500) to order BJS reports, 
to be added to one of the BJS mailing 
lists, or tc speak to a reference 
specialist in statistics at the Justice 
Statistics Clearinghouse. National 
Crimins* Justice Reference Service, 
Box 6000, Rockville, MD 20850 
BJL maintains th« foltowing 
maitino lists: 

• Law enforcement reports (new) 

• Drugs and crime data (new) 

• Justice spending & employment 

• Whito-coitar crime 

• National Crime Survey (annual) 

• Corrections (annual) 

• Juvenile corrections (annual) 

• Courts (annual) 

• Privacy and security of criminal 
history information and 
information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 

• BJS bulletins and special reports 
(approximately twice a month) 

• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual) 

Single copies of reports are free, use 
N'CJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
1 1 -40 titles $10: more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public-use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive 
of Criminal Justice Data (foimerly 
CJAIN), P.O Box 1248, Ann Arbcr, Ml 
48106 (totl«free 1 •800*999*0960) 

National Crime Survey 

Crimlnil victim Izitlon In the U.S.. 
1987 (final report), NCJ-115524, C/89 
1 986 (final report). NCJ-1 1 ?456. 9/88 

BJS special reports 

Hispanic victims, NCJ-1 20507. 1/90 
The redesigned Nstlonel Crime 

Survey: Selected new data, NCJ- 

114746. 1/89 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-109978, 3/88 
Elderly victims, NCJ-107676. 1 1/87 
Violent crime trends, NCJ 10721 7, 

11/87 

Robbery victims, NCJ- 104638. 4/67 
Violent crime by strsngers and 

nonstrsngert, NCJ- 103702. 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence agsir,«t 

wome^ NCJ-102037. 8/86 
Crime preve uion measures, 

NCJ- 100438. 3/86 
The use of wespons in committing 

crimes, NCJ-99643. 1/86 
Reporting crimes to the police. NCJ 

99432, 12/85 
Locsting city, suburban, and rural 

crime, NCJ-99535. 12/85 
The risk of violent crime, NCJ-971 19. 

5/85 

The economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ-93450. 4/84 
Fsmily violence, NCJ-93449. 4/84 

BJS buUe fins' 
CrimlnsI victimization 1088, NCJ- 

119845. 10/89 
Households touched by crime, 1988, 

NCJ-1 17434. 6/89 
CrimlnsI victimizstlon 1087, NCJ- 

113507.10/88 
The crime of rspe, NCJ-96777, 3/85 
Houswhold burgisry, NCJ 96021. 1/85 
Messurlng crime, NCJ-75710. 2/81 

BJS technical reports' 

New directions for the NCS, 

NCJ- 11 557 1,3/89 
Series crimes: Report of s field 

test, NCJ- 10461 5. 4/87 
Lifetime likelihood of victimizstlon, 
NCJ- ; 042 7 4. 3/87 
^ 9onse to screening questlonf in 



Redesign of the Nstional Crime Survey, 

NCJ-1 11457. 3/89 
Ths »#stonslity of crime victimirstion. 

NCJ-1 11033. 6/88 
Crime and older Americans Info^'diation 

pscksge, N CJ- 1 045C9. S 1 0. 5 8 7 
Teenage victims, NCJ-1031 38. 2/86 
Victimizstlon and fesr o' crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ-93872. 1/85. $115 
The NationsI Crime Survey: Working 

pspert. vo! I Currenland r^istoncal 

perspectives. NCJ-75374. 8/82 

VOL II Metr^odoiOQicai studies. 

NCJ-90207. 12/84. $9 50 

Corrections 

BJS bulletms and special reports 
Prison rule violators, NCJ 120344, 
12/89 

CspitsI punishment 1988, NCJ-1 1 '^13. 
7/89 

Prisoners in 1988, NCJ-1 1 631 5. 4/89 
Recidivism of prisoners reiessed in 

1983, NCJ-116261.4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prison 

inmste survey, 1986, NCJ-1 11940. 
7/88 

Time served In prison and on parole 

1984, NCJ-108544. 12/87 

Profile of Stst9 prison inmstes, 1 986, 

NCJ-109926. 1/88 
Imprisonment in four countries, NCJ- 

103967. 2/87 
Populstion density in Stste prisons, 

NCJ- 103 204. 12/86 
Stste and Federal prisoners, 1925-85, 

102494. 11/86 
Prison sdmissions and releases, 1983, 

NCJ-100 582. 3/86 
The prevslence of imprisonment, 

NCJ-93657.7/85 
Exsmining recidivism, NCJ'96501. 2/85 

Correctional populstions in the U.S : 

1987, NCJ-1 18762. 12/89 

1986, NCJ-1 1161 1.2/89 

1985, NCJ-103957. 2/88 
Historical ststistics on prisoners in State 

and Federal institutions, yearend 

1925-86, NCJ-1 1 1098. 6/88 
1 984 census of State sdult correctional 

fscHlties, NCJ-105S83. 7/87 
Historicsl corrections ststistics in the 

U.S., 1 ^50-1 984, NCJ-102529. 4/87 

Census of \atls and survey of taii inmates 
BJS bulletins and special reports 
Census of local islts, 1 988 (BJS 

bulletin). iCJ-121101.£/90 
Jail inmates, 1987. NCJ'114319. 
12/88 

Drunk driving, NCJ-109945. 2/88 
Jail inmates, 1986, NCJ- 107 123, 
10/87 

The 1 983 Jail census, ^CJ 95536. 
11/64 

Census of local Jails, 1983: Data for 

individual Jails, vols. I-IV. Nonr^east. 

Midwest. South. West. NCJ-1 1 2796-9. 

vol V, Selected findings, metr^odoiogy. 

summdfy tables, NCJ-112795. 11/88 
Our crowded jails: A national plight, 

NCJ-1 11 846. 8/88 

Parole and probation 

BJS b'tlletins 

Probation and parole: 

1988, NCJ-1 19970. 1 1/89 

1987, NC.J-1 13948. 1 1/88 

1986, NCJ-108012. 12/87 
Setting prison terms, NCJ-762 1 8. 8/83 

BJS special reports 
Time aerved in priaon and on parole. 

1984, NCJ-108544. 1/88 
Recidivism of young parolees, NCJ- 
104916. f '87 

Children in custody 

Census of public and private Juvenile 
detention, correctional, and shelter 
faciiltiea. 1975-85, NCJ-114065. 
6/89 

Survey of youth in cus\.'vdy, 1 987 
(special report). NCJ-1 ' 3365. 9/88 

Public Juvenile facilitiea, 1985 
(bulletin). NCJ-1 02457. 10/86 



Law enforcement management 

BJS bulletins ana special reports 
Police d^pdflmenu In large cut«&, 

1987, NCJ-1 19220. 8/89 
Profile of State and iocdl law 

enforcemen. agancies. 

NCJ- 11 3949. 3/89 

Expenditure and employment 

BJSbulletihS 

Justice expenditure and employment: 

1985, NCJ-104460. 3/87 
1983, NCJ-10r» 76,7/86 

Anti-(<rug abuae formula granta: Juatice 
variable paas^through dsta, 1 988 (BJS 
technical report). NCJ-1 20070. 2/90 

Justice expenditure and employment: 

1 985 (lull report) NCJ-106356. 8/89 
Extracts, 1982 snd1983, NCJ-106629. 
8/88 

Extracts, 1980 and 1981. NCJ 96007. 
6/85 

Courts 

BJS bulletins 

Felony sentences in State courts, 

NCJH52102/89 
Criminsi defense for the poor, 1986, 

NCJ-112919,9/88 
State felony courts snd felony Isws, 

NCJ'1 0627a 8/87 
The growth of sppesis: 1 973-83 trends, 

NCJ -96381. 2/85 
esse filingft in Stste courts 1083. 

NCJ-9511 1.10/84 

BJS special reports 

Felony csse-processing time, NCJ- 
101985 8/86 

Felony sentencing in 18 local Jurisdic- 
tions, NCJ-9768 1.6/85 

The prevslence of guilty pless, NCJ- 
96018. 12/84 

Sentencing prsctices in 13 States, 
NCJ-95399. 10/84 

Profile of felons convicted in State 

courts, 1986, NCJ-120021. 1/90 
Sentencing outcorres in 28 felony 

courts, NCJ-105743. 8/87 
NationsI criminsi defense systems study, 

NCJ-94702. 10/86 
The prosecution of felony arrests: 

1986, NCJ-1 1324a 6/89 

1982, NCJ- 106990. 5/88 
Felony Isws of the 50 Ststes snd the 

District of Columbia, 1 986, 
NCJ 105066. 2/88 
State court model ststisticsl dictionary. 

Supplement, NCJ-98326. 9/85 

1 St edition, NCJ-62320. 9/80 

Privacy and security 

Compendium of State prhracy arul security 
leoisiatton: 

1 987 overview, NCJ- 1 1 1 097. 9/88 
1987 full report(1.497 page& 
microfiche S2. hard copy SI 45). 
NCJ-1 13021. 9/88 

Criminal Justice informstion policy: 
BJS/SEARCH conference proceedingr: 
Juvenile and adult records: One 
system, one record?, NCJ-1 14947. 
1/90 

Open vs. confidentisi records, 
NCl-1 13560. 1/88 

Data quality policies and procedures, 
NCJ- 101 849. 12/86 
Strategies for improving dsts quality, 

NCJ- 11 5339. 5/89 
Public access to criminsi history record 

infQrmstlo^ NCJ-1 11458. 11/88 
.Juvenile records snd recordkeeping 

systems, NOl 12815. 1 1/88 
Automsted fingerprint identification 

systems: Technology and policy 

issues, NCJ-10434Z4/87 
Criminal Justice "hot" flies, 

NCJ-1 01 850 12/86 
Crime control snd criminsi records 

(BJS special report). NCJ-991 76. 

10/85 

State criminsi records repositories 

(BJS technical report), NCJ-99017. 
10/85 

Dsts qusiity of criminsi history records, 

NCJ-98079, 10/85 



Drugs & crime data: 

Dnjgs snd crinos facts, 1 989, NCJ- 

121022. t/90 
Dnjgs A crime dsta center A 

clesringhouse t>rochure, BC-000125. 

11/89 

Rolodex card, 800-666*3332. BC-lOa 
8/88 

Computer crime 

BJS special reports 

Electronic fund transfer fraud, NCJ- 

96666, 3/85 
Electronic fund transfer and crime, 

NCJ-92650. 2/84 

Electronic fund transfer systems frsud, 

NCJ-100461.4/86 
Electronic fund transfer systems and 

crime, NCJ-83736, 9/82 
Expert witness msnual, NCJ-77927.9/81. 

$n 50 

Federai justice statistics 

Compendium of Federal Justice ststistics 

1984, NCJ-112816, 9/89 
TYie FedersI cMI Justice system (BJS 

bulletin), NCJ-104769, 7/87 
Employer perceptions of workplsce 

crime, NCJ-101851, 7/87, $6 

Federal offenses and offenders 

BJS special reports 

FedersI criminsi esses, 1 980-87, 

NCJ-1 18311, 7/89 
Drug Isw violstors, 1980-86, NCJ- 

111763. 6/88 
PretrisI relesse snd detention: 

The Bsil Reform Act of 1 984, 

NCJ- 1 09929. 2/88 
White-coilsr crime, NCJ-106876, 9/87 
PretrisI relesse and misconduct, NCJ- 

96132, :/85 

BJSbulletms 

Bank robbery, NCJ'94463, 8/84 
Federai drug law violators, NCJ- 
92692, 2/84 

General 

BJS bulletms and special reports 
Criminal cases in five states, 1 983-86, 

NCJ 118798. 9/89 
International crime rates, NCJ-1 10776. 

5/88 

Trscking offenders, 1984, NCJ- 109386. 
1/88 

BJS telephone contscts *87, NCJ- 

1 02909, 1 2/86 
Tracking offende's: White-coilsr crime, 

NCJ-102867, 11/86 
Police employment snd expenditure, 

NCJ-100 117, 2/86 

BJS data report. 1988, NCJ-1 16262. d/89 
BJS annua: report, fiacal 1988, NCJ- 
115749.4/80 

Sourcet>ook of criminal Justice statistics, 

1987, NCJ-111612. 9/88 
Report tothe Nstion on crir... snd 

Justice: 

Second edition, NCJ- 105506. 6/88 
Technics! sppendix, NCJ-1 1201 1. 
8/88 

Criminal Justice microcomputer guide 
snd scftwsrecstslog, NCJ-1 12178, 
8/88 

Proceedings of the third workshop on law 
snd Jt'Stice statistics, NCJ-1 12230, 
7/88 

Publicsttons of BJS, 1 97 1-84, 1 0/86 
Topicsl bibliography, TB03001 2, 
SI 7 50 

Microfiche library, PR03001 2. $203 00 
Nstional survey of crime severity, NCJ- 

96017.10/85 
Criminsi victimizstlon of District of 

Columbie residents and Capitol Hill 

employeea, 1982-83, NGJ-97982. 
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Please pu» me on the mailing list tor— 

□ Law enforcement reports— national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipir-ent personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

□ Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from inves- 
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

□ Drugs and crime data— sentencing 
and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
inmates and State prisoners, and 
other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 

□ Justice expenditure and employment 
reports— annual spending and 
staffing by Federal/State/local 
governments and by function 

(police, courts, etc) 



□ Wh}te*coilar crime— data on the 

processing of Federal white-collar 
crime cases 

□ Privacy and security of criminal 
history Information and information 
policy— new legislation; maintaining 
and releasing intelligence and inves* 
tigative records; Jata quality 

issues 

□ Juvenile corrections reports- 
juveniles in custody in public and 
private detention and correctional 
facilities 

□ BJS bulletins and special reports- 
timely reports of the most current 
justice data 

□ Prosecution and adjudication in 
State courts— case processing from 
prosecution through court disposi- 
tion, State felony laws, felony 
sentencing, criminal defense 



□ Corrections reports— results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
correcticns data 

□ National Crime Survey reports— the 
only regular national survey of 
crime victims 

□ Sou rcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)— broad-based 
data from 150-f sources (400-f talrles. 
100-f figures, subject Index, 
annotated bibliography, addresses 

of sources) 
n Send me a form to sign up for NCJ 
Reports (free 6 times a year), which 
abstracts both private and 
government criminal justice 
publications and lists upcoming 
conferences and training sessions 
in the field. 



To be added to any BJS mailing list copy 
or cut out this page, fill it in and mail it to: 

□ If your mailing label below is correct, 
check here and do not fill in 
your name and address 

Name: 
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Organization: 



Justice Statistics Clearinghouse/NCJRS 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Box 6000 

Rockvllle, MD 20850 



You will receive an 
annual renewal card. 
If you do not return it, 
we must drop you from 
the mailing list. 



Street or box: 



City, State. Zip: 
Davtinie phone number ( ) 
Interest in criminal justice (or organization and title if you put home address above): 
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